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Part II. Above all things observe, that the apostle leaves no 
middle way between looking at the things which are seen, and 
the things which are not seen and eternal. For to imagine a 
state of neutrality and indifference between the two, being dis- 
gusted with this world and insensible to that which is to come, 
renouncing what we see, and discovering nothing better, tore- 
compence the loss we make, this would be considering the 
evil without remedy or alleviation, and tearing ourselves from 
the present without any assurance of the future. This, how- 
ever, is the sad and lamentable state in which worldlings are 
|’ found; you see them perpetually fatigued and disgusted in the 
s) 6 midst of their pleasures, and weary of their possessions and 
honours. Vexation seizes them at seeing themselves always 
agitated by the inequalities of fortune; they retire in despair, 
but this disgust proceeds from an excess of worldly-minded- 
ness, and not from any desire for enjoyments of another nature ; 
it is because their pleasures are not sufficiently refined, or their 
honours sufficiently great to satisfy them. At the same time 
that they appear to despise'the world, and declaim against it, 
they form no idea of, nor feel any ioclination for the things 
which areto come. And can there be any thing more grievous 
or deplorable than to be void of enjoyment either from God or 
the world ? To be disgusted with what we possess, without 
looking for any thing better; and to be placed between time 
and eternity, without hope in either? It is a monstrous situa- 
tion, which it behoves us to quit. Our minds cannot remain 
inactive ; rejecting the one, emptying themselyes of temporal 
things, it is requisite they should be filled with the things which 
are eternal, 
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For this purpose the apostle places before us the two char- 
acters of the things which he opposes to the things of this 
world ; invisibality and eternity, they are not seen, in opposition 
to the things which are seen ; they are eternal, in opposition to 
those which are temporal. Does it not appear, my brethren, 
that this opposition turns to the disadvantage of heavenly 
things? What must we look at, say you, except what is under 
our eye, and within the reach of our senses ? And to what ought 
we to attach ourselves except to what is real and solid? But is 
there any thing more stable than what we see and touch? Is 
there any thing more vain than what eludes our sight, and is 
beyond our comprehension? As the seeking of an unknown 
happiness, and of which, after the utmost effort of the mind, we 
can form no idea? Nevertheless, nothing is more just than the 
reasoning of St. Paul, and nothing better founded than this 
proposition ; we should Jook at the things which are not seen, 
because they are not seen. For why are they not seen? be- 
cause they are spiritual and immaterial in their nature ; placed 
in another world beyond the sphere of this inferior state ; re- 
vealed unto us by shadows and the obscurity of faith; and so 
great and eminent as to surpass our ideas and comprehension. 
Reasons which, far from repulsing us from this pursuit, lead us 
to follow them with all our zeal and application. 

For to begin with their nature: why are they not seen, but 
because they are spiritual, disengaged from sense and matter ? 
This is the idea we ought to form of them, removing from them 
whatever is sensual or corporeal. If by an imagination, still 
earthly, we form to ourselves a sensual paradise, consisting of 
riches, honours, splendour, and magnificent abodes; andif, to 
obtain this, we should make a few sacrifices, we only change 
the place of our desires ; instead of attaching them to earth we 
transplant them to heaven; and when with this view we abstain 
from the world, we resemble those who, by fasting, prepare 
themselves for a banquet, and who are temperate merely hy an 
excess of intemperance. All will be pure, spiritual, and in- 
corporeal in eternity; but the blessings will not, therefore, be 
less real or less capable of constituting the happiness of the 
soul. You say these views are too refined and abstracted, and 
that it is impossible to comprehend how we should be happy by 
things which are invisible. But is it not true, as St. Augustine 
very justly says, that small as our goodness is, we cannot help 
loving those in whom we discover great and eminent virtues : 
but as it is not the body that we love, it is evident that what we 
are pleased with in them is the beauty of: truth and righteous- 
ness. If truth ‘4nd righteousness had no beauty, how could we 
love the just and virtuous who are aged and infirm? For what 
do they present to please the eye? Bending limbs, a wrinkled 
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céuntenance, and universal feebleness; nevertheless, if distin- 
guished by benevolence and wisdom, and if ready to deliver up 
their body, enfeebled as it is, 8 sacrifice to the truth of Chris- 
tianity, we cannot forbear loving them; but as we discover 
nothing beautiful to eyes of flesh, we must conclude that there 
is a certain beauty in righteousness, discovered by the eye of 
the mind, and which was admired in the martyrs even when 
their limbs were torn by the executioner, or their bowels de- 
voured by wild beasts. Now that truth and righteousness 
which we cannot help loving, even in the midst of earthly cor- 
ruptions, will constitute our happiness in heaven ; we shall con- 
template them, disengaged from all those prejudices and world- 
ly views which obscure our minds ; we shall enjoy them without 
feeling the combat of our passions and vices; all our pleasure 
shall be to know God, to penetrate the depth of his mercy to- 
wards us, to love him, to serve him, to adore him, and to be in 
union with the blessed. Here are mental enjoymenis; but 
their spirituality, far from lessening their value, in the highest 
degree shews their greatness and importance ; for as far as the 
soul excels the body, and the mind inanimate matter, so much 
are the operations and pleasures of the former more delightful 
than those of the latter. . 

Wherefore, again, are these things not seen? Because they 
are placed beyond the bounds of this inferior world, and in an- 
other state which we have neither seen nor tried. But should 
this repulse us, or lead us to dishelieve them? On the contra- 
ry, ought we not to reason thus ?—I am to pass into another 
world, without knowing perfectly what it is; but whatever it is, 
it cannot be the abode of misery ; for if God has furnished the 
world, which I am about to leave with all the necessaries of 
life, can I believe that he hath left destitute the world on 
which I am to enter? It is true that | am ignorant of its precise 
nature ; but I] knew not the pleasures of this life until | entered 
upon it: and it would be unreasonable to say that there are no 
pleasures, because | am not acquainted with what’ they are. 
Now if there are pleasures in another world, 1 must conclude 
that they are more excellent and desirable than these I now 
enjoy, because this world is only a prelude and preparation to 
the next, a sketch and rude outline. For this visible world was 
only made to typify to us the intellectual. It is farther true 
that Ihave neither felt nor experienced the pleasures and joys 
of that state; but this, far from lessening my desire and esteem 
for it, ought to redouble my zeal, because a new scene of things 
shall be opened before me, and I shall see what I have never 
beheld. Even to the present moment I am disgusted with every 
thing I h:ve felt, and in spite of myself { wish for what I do 
not possess. When I confine myself to this world, my disgust 
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-with it is ever renewed, and enjoyment always falls beneath the 

hopes | have formed. How happy: thereiore, shall] be to see 
myself transported out of a world of which I am weary, to 
change my state and condition! Happy remove! when, after 
what I shall discover, | shall be led to say, as the queen of 
Sheba, what I see infinitely transcends all | have heard of it, 
even God himself had not told me all the depth of that felicity 
to which he has appointed me. 

In the third place, Why are they not seen? Because they are 
revealed unto us only by shadows and the obscurity of faith.— 
‘God deals with us, not as mean and mercenary men, but as be- 
lievers who rest on the promises of his word ; he desires that 
our virtues should be the effects of our liberty, and not the re- 
sult of an evidence which compels our belief. This, however, 
far from discouraging us, affords a conviction that our virtues, 
thus elevated, shall be more largely and bountifully rewarded. 
Hereby we are put in. possessiun of all those magnificent pro- 
mises, in which the ancient patriarchs rejoiced ; they saw them 
afar off, and believed, and were saved. Particularly we in- 
herit the promise made to Abraham, the father of the faithful, of 
whom it is said, he left his own country, friends and connex- 
ions, without knowing whither he went. “ By faith, Abraham, 
being called, obeyed, to goto a place which he was to receive 
for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing whither he went.” 
Tn this he is the type and example of the faithful, who, joyfully 
leaving earth, their connexions, and friends, travel to a Jand 
unknown; knowing only the God that leads them, followin 
his call, giving themselves up to the guidance of his cubic 
and by an entire surrender devoting their bodies and souls unto 
him, persuaded that the less they doubt, the more secure is their 
happiness ; and the less they live by sight, the greater shall be 
their consolation and bliss: ‘* Thomas, bec: use thou hast seen 
thou hast believed ; blessed are they who have not seen, and 
yet have believed.” 

Finally: why are these things not seen? Because they are 
incomprehensible, and of a nature so transcendent, that the ut- 
most stretch of our faculties cannot reach them; our eyes can 
neither discover nor support their glory, and our souls would 
be separated and rent from our bodies, were God to discover 
himself unto them in the greatness of his majesty ; ** No man 
shall see me and live.’’ Our affections are not sufficiently pu- 
rified properly to esteem the holiness which reigns among the 
blessed; this is a treasure which cannot be reckoned, ani a 
state beyond the comprehension of human intellect. ‘“ Eye hath 
not seen, ear hath not heard, and these things have never en- 
tered into the heart of man.”? ‘The incomprehensible nature of 
this felicity, far from making us disgusted therewith, should 
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lead us to form the greater and more noble ideas of it. If with 
our feeble minds, and narrow Cappel we could comprehend 
it, it, would, of course, be as limited as we are: but how de- 
lightful to see ourselves destined to the possession of blessings, 
which, on account of their vastness and extent, we cannot com- 
prehend! Happy obscurity! Blessed ignorance! Seeing this 
glory would confound us by its splendour, and overwhelm us 
by its weight; these pleasures are so great that we are una- 
ble to support them; these treasures so accumulated that we 
cannot reckon them; and finally, this new state is so rare and 
exquisite, that we must be transformed and made anew to enter 
upon it: “ looking not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen ?”? 

The second character on which the apostle insists, is their 
eternity. ‘* The things that are not seen are eternal.” There 
are two kinds of eternity by which they claim our regard: an 
eternity of possession, and an eternity of enjoyment. In the 
first sense we can never lose them, and in the second we can 
never be disgusted with them, neither shall our delight in them 
be interrupted. 1! shall not enter far into the proof of this first 
sense; it will suffice to say, we shall possess them for ever, 
because we are heirs, and not servants or slaves, who are per- 
petually changing. ‘* The servant or hireling,’? says Jesus 
Christ, “ abideth not always in the house, but the Son abideth 
always.’? Because we possess them by virtue of a supernatu- 
ral donation; that is to say, an irrevocable gift: ‘ the gift of 
God is eternal life.” Because, to acquire them for us, nothing 
less could avail than the blood and passion of God: “ Jesus 
Christ,” saith St. Paul, “ hath obtained eternal redemption for 
us.”” Finally, we shall possess them for ever, because they 
are reserved in a high place beyond the reach of our enemies : 
hence, according to the prophet Isaiah, “* Death shall be de- 
stroyed for ever; the Lord shall wipe away all tears from all 
faces, and shall remove from the earth the reproach of his peo- 
ple.” ‘ Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting, 
nor destruction within thy borders, but thou shalt call thy walls 
salvation, and thy gates praise; thy sun shall no more go 
down, neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall 
be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall 
be ended.”” How can we contemplate these eternal blessings, 
except in the fixed and unchanying point of view which the 
apostle here designs : ‘“‘ We look at the things which are not 
seen, and which are eternal ?””, Whatever is fleeting, cannot fix 
the mind ; because, however vast in itself, we look for something 
beyond it; and as the object is finite and fleeting, the conside- 
ration thereof must be limited and transitory also. But who 
shall find bounds to his reflections in this vast abyss of eterni- 
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ty, these millions of days, years, and ages, which shall prolong 
our felicity? What infinite depths of thought ? What gulph 
more capable of swallowing up and absorbing our intellectual 
powers; and what subject more capable of fixing the mind? 
To feel ourselves at the fountain of all grace, surrounded with 
pleasures, and at the summit of every kind of felicity, without 
fear of losing it! When once we are placed in an immutable 
state, where nothing changes, is fleeting or transitory ; where 
we feel a perfect consistency. without vicissitude or change, 
the soul will acquiesce therein, be bounded thereby; and to 
contemplate it, without one wandering thought, must constitute 
its chief felicity. 

But besides this eternity of possession, there is also an eternity 
of enjoyment and delight, which God prepares for us, and which 
shall constitute the consummation of our felicity. ‘Though we 
should possess the things of this world forever, we could not 
always enjoy them ; they cannot fill the vast extent of our wish- 
es and desires, and we should be disgusted and wearied with 
them. But with regard to the things which are above, we shall 
see God without weariness, because his essence and perfec- 
tions shall unceasingly attract us; we shall love him without 
disgust, because he shall always present us with new causes to 
admire his mercy, and the way he hath chosen to redeem us. 
We shall praise him continually, because he shall continually 
appear praise-worthy; and thus our life shall be one continual 
act of praise, one eternal hallelujah: ‘* Blessed are they that 
dwell in thy house, they shall still be praising thee.”? This, 
says St. Augustine, shall be the only business of those whose 
business is ended; the only labour of those who are delivered 
from all labour; the only action of those who enjoy a perfect 
repose, and the only care of those who are freed trom care and 
inquietude. Now what encouragement is it for us to look at 
what we shall eternally behold, and begin on earth contem- 
plations which shall occupy us for ever. A painter of antiqui- 
ty excited himself to assiduity, by the consideration of the un- 
fading glory he should secure thereby; “ | paint,’’ said he, 
“‘ for eternity.”> | would spare neither diligence nor pains, 
ought the Christian to say, to attach myself to the things which 
are not seen, because I know they shall always endure; they 
are objects which shall never disappear; as I look on them, 
my understanding shall expand, God shall shed on me irradia- 
tions more bright and luminous, and, finally, the truths I con- 
template shall make in me impressions so deep as to form the 
beginning of my glory ; and this glory shall be perfected, when 
1 see those things as they are. ‘* We all with open face hehold 
the glory of the Lord, and are changed into the same image, 


trom glory into glory.” 
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Let us look at the things which are not seen, but let us look 
at them with all our powers and affections. Let us look at 
them with a look of contemplation, which renders them present 
to us, as if we perceived them with our bodily senses. The 
reason why we are not affected by the unfathomable blessings 
of another life, is because they are out of the reach of our 
senses ; and as they are not gross and tangible, do not make so 
deep impressions upon us. By reason and reflection we ap- 
proach unto them, and faith discovers unto us what St. Stephen 
saw in his ecstacy : “ I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man seated at the right hand of God.” Yes, my faith pene- 
trates the veil, and where my senses cannot reach, my under- 
standing contemplates a blessed eternity ; the place which God 
hath provided for me, and to which he hath destined me. Let 
us look at them with a look of admiration, for it 1s impossible 
that we should seriously contemplate these exalted objects, 
without being seized and occupied by them. They are bless- 
ings immense in their extent, eternal in their duration; agd 

ure in their enjoyment; a throne that cannot be moved ;*a 
crown that shall never fade; a feast, a stream of delight, which 
shall flow from the throne of the Lamb, from God himself, whom 
we shall see and enjoy. All this has in it something so great 
and august, that it is impossible to fix our attention upon it 
without being dazzled and transported with the magnificence 
of our Benefactor, and exclaiming with hoiy David, * Ohow 
great are the benefits which thou hast prepsred for them that 
fear thee! Let us look at them with alook of /ove. We cannot 
behold these blessings in all their greatness and’ excellency 
without feeling our love inflamed, ‘sand fixing our heart where 
our treasure lies. Nor can we in the prospect of these things, 
help adopting the language of the prophet David; “ When 
thou saidst unto me, Seek my face, my heart said, Thy face, 
Lord, will I seek. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord: 
my flesh ceaseth not to long for thy courts.”? And as St. Paul: 
‘¢ | have a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far 
better.””> Finally, let us look at them as our end, and as the 
objects which influence our conduct, viewing them so as by 
them to regulate our thoughts, actions, and conversation. Let 
us never lose sight of those objects which are our true guides, 
but imitate those skilful pilots, who, in their voyage attentively 
and constantly observe the heavens, to discover their course by 
that of the stars. Let us esteem the things of earth only as 
means to bring us to the things above, and leave behind us 
whatever is likely to turn us aside from the good way.— 
“* This one — Ido,” says St. Paul, “ leaving the things that 
are behind, and reaching to them that are before, 1 press to- 
wards the mark of my high calling.” 


If on this day, which renews our grateful feelings for what is 
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past, when we raise our eyes to heaven: if on this day of the 
year we ought to offer thanksgivings and prayers, for our coun- 
try, our families, our trade, and for the church in its militant 
state; let us turn our attention towards the things thst are not 
seen, and only form prayers with a relation to our future feli- 
city. If we desire long life, and pray for the prosperity of our 
families and children, let it be that these young plants, cule 
tivated by education, strengthened by our good example, 
watered by the dew of heaven, and growing day by day through 
the Divine favour, may become matured for eternity, and 
finally be removed to the heavenly abodes. If we pray for 
the prosperity of our trade and commerce, (God forbid that a 
vile and sordid feeling, or an ambition for splendour, should be 
the soul of our desires! but) keeping in view the support of in- 
nocence by our credit, the putting down of vice, te the assist- 
ing of the poor, may we hereby mike to ourselves friends 
which shall receive us into eternal habitations. If we ask for 
the prosperity of the church, that God in our day may make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth, God preserve us from the crime 
of factious views, anc the intention of taking revenge on our 
enemies. Let us improve this state of prosperity as a means 
of extending the reign of Christ, of enlarging his dominions, 
multiplying his subjects, filling up the number of the elect, and 
accomplishing the decrees of God, which relate to the eternal 
establishment of the church in heaven. 

May the benedictions which | put into your mouths this day, 
and which I form in a pure intention, be ratified in heaven, and 
return upon us in more abundant blessings! May your dear 
families multiply in number, and increase in virtue; promote 

our comfort on earth, and secure their own salvation in heay- 
en! May our decayed commerce resume its former course, 
extend itself more and more, and tend, as we may hope, at 
some future period, to assist in the propagation of the faith! 
May the visible church be purified from every stain, and 
strengthened in zeal, that Christ may triumph in every place! 
May this church in particular shed the good savour of the 


gospel around it, by the holy conduct of her ministers, elders, 


and deacons, and by the fervour and good works of all her 
members. May the church of France—tor, “‘ Should I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning, let 
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if 1 do not remem- 
ber thee, if | prefer not Jerusalem to my chief joy ;’’—may 
the church of France purify her sanctuaries, recall the word 
she has lost, collect her children, scattered to the four winds, 
and attain a solid and permanent establishment, which shall 
become the deposit of truth to the remotest ages. May ‘you 
all, my beloved brethren, pass your days in profound peace. 
‘The peace of God be with you. Amen.” * 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 





A SHORT MEMOIR OF ALBA BECKWITH. 






Tue subject of this memoir, brother Alba Beckwith, (some 
time a Methodist itinerant preacher,) was the son of Mr. Lem- 
uel Beckwith, long a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Alba was born in Stamford, Delhi, New-York, in the 
year of our Lord 1793. From his childhood till his conversion 
to God, he was of very steady habits; and was by the fear of 
the Lord preserved from those vices into which the young and 
the thoughtless often fall. He did not, however, experience 
religion until he arrived to manhood. In the twenty-first year 
of his age he became truly concerned for the salvation of his 
soul, and in good earnest began to cry, ‘ God be merciful to 
me a sinner.’? [He did not continue long in this situstion, be- 
fore the Lord came to‘his relief, and blessed him with the remis- 
sion of his sins. This blessed change took place at a watch- 
night, while the people of God were engaged in earnest prayer 
for the salvation of sinners. ‘The reality of the change effected 
on his heart at this time, was ever after evinced by his upright 
walk and conversation. He immediately attached himself to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and continued a faithful mem- 
ber of it till the hour of his death. 

Devoted to God and the interests of religion, the service of 
God. became his highest delight. He loved the souls of his 
young friends in particular, and neglected no opportunity to 
recommend to them the excellency of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. He was soon licensed to exhort; and he discharged 
this duty with much zeal and usefulness. He was, however, 
soon called to move in a larger sphere; and he accordingly 
received license from the church to preach the gospel. He 
was well received wherever he attempted to preach, and the 
word was often rendered power and life to his hearers. 

At the annual conference in 1818, he was admitted on trial as 
a travelling preacher, and appointed to Ontario circuit. Here 
he was very useful, and displayed much ability in declaring 
the giorious gospel of the blessed God. By the united exer- 
tions of himself and his worthy colleague, the church was much 
strengthened, and built up this year in the faith and hope of 
the gospel. Many were added to the societies. Ata small 
village called Bethel, was witnessed an uncommon display of 
the power and salvation of God. Here brother Beckwith was 
Vou. IV, 7 
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very useful; and here he has many friends in whose grateful 
memory he will long live. 

At the conference for 1819 he was appointed to Eden cir. 
cuit; but was soon after changed, and appointed by the pre- 
siding elder of the district to the charge of Clarence circuit, 
where he terminated his labours in the ministry. On this cir- 
cuit he manifested a growing zeal in the cause of religion, and 

reat punctuality in attending his appointments. He laboured 
fers tillsome time in February last, when the foundstion was 
laid for a speedy dissolution. He had preached twice on Sun- 
day, and after the second sermon, a friend solicited him to ac- 
company him to a place about six miles distant, and preach a 
third sermon in the evening. Being disposed to accommodate 
his friend, and wishing to do all the good he could, he con- 
cluded to go to the appointment, where he preached a third ser- 
mon; and after preaching rode back six miles to the friend’s 
house, where they arrived late in the evening. The weather 
was very cold and stormy, and being uncomfortably situated 
in the house, he did not get thoroughly warmed till the next 
morning. At this time he was taken very unwell. He left his 
circuit, and returned to his father’s in Ulysses, Tompkins coun- 
ty. Soon after he arrived at his father’s he raised blood, and 
grew worse than he had been for several days. A physician 
was called, who administered some medicine, but apprehended 
no immediate danger. He however failed fast, and his case was 
soon considered dangerous. In a few days after, a council of 
physicians were called, who concluded that bleeding was the 
only remedy. This they continued till blood was let twenty- 
one times, which drew almost all the blood from the system. 

During his illness he expressed a strong confidence in God, 
and manifested the most unreserved resiynation to the righteous 
willof heaven. He said “‘ that the Lord had delivered him 
from all anxiety’’—and, although his sufferings were great, he 
often said, ** thathe had no more than his share of them.”— 
He often requested his parents not to feel so deeply affected on 
his account, saying, ‘that he was not afraid to die; that the 
Lord would receive him to himself,”? &c. A few minutes before 
his departure, he roused from a kind of stupor, and said, “ I am 
dying ;”’ and after a little pause, he raised his hands and eyes 
towards heaven, and said, ‘“* There is my God.” and immedi- 
ately closed his eyes, and departed this life without a struggle 
or a groan, September 8th, 1820, in the twenty-seventh year of 
his age. , 

Thus ended the life of Alba Beckwith.. A young man of rare 
mental endowments. As achristian, his heart was warm, and 
his life deeply devoted to the honour of his Maker. The pious 
example which he set to all his acquaintance, was worthy of 
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the imitation of all who knew him. He was modest and unas- 
suming, and walked in the humble path of self-denial. As a 
preacher, his zeal was great, but ever according to knowledge. 
He used every means in his power for the improvement of his 
mind. He took short notes of all he heard or read of importance, 
and in the course of about three years made such improvement 
as astonished his friends and acquaintance. In a word, he bid 
fair to become one of the brightest ornaments of the Genesee 
Conference. He never affected to appear great, but always 
delivered good sense and sound scripture doctrine—his words 
were weighty, and attended with divine power. He loved the 
church of which he was a member, and was particularly at- 
tached to the itinerant ministry, with whom he had resolved to 
spend his life. He was indeed a bright and a shining light, a 
warm friend, and «affectionate brother. But while the arch 
is called to mourn its loss of an able minister, he is doubtless 
rejoicing in the felicities of a better world. 
JonaTHan Hevstis. 
Ovid, November 1, 1820. 
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The Attributes of God Displayed. 





SIR WILLIAM HERSCHEL’S RESEARCHES RESPECTING THE DIS- 
TANCE OF THE FIXED STARS. 


In a paper published in the Phil. Trans. 1818, Part II. this 
cclsbented astronomer endeavours, by computation founded on 
the known power of his telescopes, and the probable assumption 
of some certain average magnitude of the fixed stars, to arrive 
at definite conclusions on the great problem of the arrangement 
of celestial objects in space. Granting that, one with another, 
the faintest stars are the farthest distant, their light then be- 
comes, in some rough way, a measure of their distance, which 
may be compared by a series of equalizations between large 
and small stars, made with similar telescopes, but of different 
apertures. He thus concludes, that a single star of the first 
magnitude’ would be just lost to the naked eye if removed 
to twelve times its distance, and to the most powerful telescope 
hitherto constructed, if to 2300 times. Yet such an instrument 
continues to shew stars in the milky way, at the utmost limits 
of their visibility. This wonderful sidereal stratum is therefore 
fathomless alike by our eyes and by our telescopes. 

But though the light of single stars may no longer affect our 
organs, the united lustre of sidereal systems may reach us from 
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a still greater profundity in space. When the stars of clusters 
can yet be seen in telescopes, their distances may be estimated 
by the aperture which just resolves them, and in this way we 
have the distances of forty-seven clusters actually estimated in 
this paper. These, in turn, become connecting links with such 
ambiguous objects as our telescopes will not resolve. It is first 
proved by many observations, that resolvable clusters seen with 
inferior telescopes, actually put on similar appearances with 
those of the former kind, by the same principles as those with 
the nearest fixed stars. ‘The utmost limits of human vision 
seem attained when such objects are lost to the sight; and this, 
we are led to suppose, must take place about the 35000th order 
of distances. 


MANIFESTATION OF DIVINE JUSTICE IN THE DEATH OF MRS. H. A. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


I was recently perusing some papers, in which I had for- 
merly noticed some particular occurrences which transpired 
within the limits of my travels; where I found an account ofa 
woman who died in the horrors of despair, the reading of which 
excited a fresh remembrance of the awful scene. It was im- 
mediately on retiring from the gloomy apartment, that I wrote 
some of her last words, and some particulars of her death. It 
was the desire of some friends that it should be published, as 
aswarning, not only to those who neglect religion “ until a con- 


wenient season; but also to those who despise the cross of 


Christ :—but was omitted. Should you think the followin 
worthy of publication, you will give it a place in your useful 
Magazine ; and give ail your readers an opportunity of viewing 
the vast contrast between the saint and sinner, while dying in 
full view of an unbounded eternity. May the Gop of love and 
mercy excite every reader suitably to appreciate the overtures 
of the gospel, and feel the necessity of a witness that they are 
approved of God, that they may escape the horrors of everlast- 
ing despair. Asa Kent. 
Nantucket, Nov. 24, 1820. 


Mrs. H. A., the subject of the following account, was the 
wife of a respectable merchant in Cheshire county, N. H.— 
They were heartily united in the accumulation of wealth ; but 
when he began to be seriously concerned for the salvation of 
his soul, her opposition arose in the same proportion; for she 
conceived religion, as taught by the Methodists, would expose 
their family to lasting disgrace. He, however, continued to at- 
tend Methodist preaching, until he believed that God for 
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Christ’s sake, had forgiven all his sins; when he considered it 
his duty to establish family religion, and for this purpose, call- 
ed his family together for prayer. This but heightened her 
aggravation—for she thought his prayers were so broken and 
unconnected, that if any one should come in, or listen without, 
in time of prayer, the subject would be talked through the 
neighbourhood, and she should not be able to walk the street 
without mortification. Sometimes not able to endure prayer, 
she would retire to her chamber, and indulge the most bitter 
reflections upon what she considered an unhappy change in the 
family. She was at length persuaded to hear the Methodists 
preach : the word reached her heart, and she felt the need of 
religion. But here she was in a strait betwixt two—while her 
understanding was enlightened, and her judgment informed, she 
saw nothing but religion would give peace in death, and prepare 
the soul to dwell in heaven ; yet on the other hand, her feelings 
did not agree with her judgment: her affections were on the 
world. Being in affluent circumstances, she had extended her 
kindness and liberality to the poor and destitute, and had gain- 
ed their esteem; while her affable and engaging manners had 
iven her a kind of pre-eminence in the circle of her associates 
who aay mene in fashion and amusements. ‘To such 
an one, that plain command * deny thyself, take u 
daily, and follow me,” is an hard pe a a uy cohen 
renounce all, and give up her good name, if she then set out in 
the way to heaven. But alas! she wanted religion—but not 
in such a despised way ; and finally proposed to Mr. A. to join 
the Congregational Church, and she would try to serve "ie 
Lord with him; “ for why,” said she, * can we not have reli- 
gion here, just as well as with the Methodists???” However, Mr 
A. preferred that preaching which God was rendering effectual, 
by Ais Spirit, to the awakening and conversion of recious 
souls ; while she concluded to wait for a more soutien’ cl 
Now and then she would attend meeting with him, and a 
erally would feel the strivings of the Spirit for some timé after 
wards ; but the awful thought of being “ reproached for Christ's 
sake,” determined her to pursue her former course. But she 
was not long permitted to regale herself in worldly sweets, and 
bask in the beams of prosperity, for a fatal consum tion, lik 
a greedy way hy seized upon her -vitals. pga 
Jn the Ist July, 1807, | moved into the nei va 
saw her rapidly declining, and felt great ~dichaioaiane l 
vation of her soul. She was insensible of her danger but 
thought she should soon recover. This, perhaps wes ; 
cause why she did not like to say any thing about reli ion - 
POF if I could but converse with her alone, she woult in- 
ulge more freedom. She @as in the habit of riding, when the 
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morning was pleasant, and she accepted my offer to attend her 
in her carriage. She moved slowly—lI wished her to lay aside 
restraint, and inform me what her views were in regard to reli- 
eae state of her soul, and the nature of her disease. She 

id so—told me she considered religion of great value—had 
often seen and felt the need of it, and siill at times felt the Spirit 
striving with her; but she did not think her complaint alarm- 
ing: that if she thought she should not recover, she should want 
religion above every thing else. I feltsome hope, that even at 
the eleventh hour, she might be accepted of God. But the 
last time I rode with her, | found her mind more on the world, 
and less inclined to talk upon the concerns of eternity. 

How astonishing the fact! that the god of this world, not 
only * blinds the minds of them that believe not,” but deludes 
them with prospects of long life, evenJo the gates of death! 

At the dawn of day, (September 2,) I was called to go and 
pray with her. I hasted to her bed-side, and asked what I 
should pray for? She replied, “I must die soon, and] want 
you to pray that I may go to heaven.” Ah! thought I, howcan 
J pray for this, while I cannot believe that she has any fitness 
for the place. I prayed the Lord to show her her situation, 
and even at the close of life appear for her salvation; but the 
heavens seemed shut, and prayer unavailing. I sat down by 
her bed-side to witness the attack of the King of Terrors, who 
now appeared rushing, with relentless fury, upon his agonizing 
victim. The room by this time was nearly filled with family 
connexions, (most of whom were enemies of the cross of Christ), 
who had come in to witness the solemnities of the parting 
scene. She lay with her eyes alternately raised towards heav- 
en—her lips moving, and an expressive excitement in her coun- 
tenance, which drew the eyes of all upon her. Perceiving her 
to be praying, I put my ear to her lips, to ascertain her whis- 
pers, but in vain. Her physician was critically noticing the 
state of her pulse—all seemed eager that life should be con- 
tinued, that they might know the effects of her prayers—hope 
seemed to beam in each countenance, as well as in my heart, 
when suddenly she opened her eyes, and spoke with an audi- 
ble voice—* The manifestation is come, and it is plainly shown 
to me that Iam going to Hert! Here! Hewi!’? Who can 
describe the consternation that seized the spectators! After 
pausing a moment, she said—‘‘ ] have been praying the Lord 
to shew me what my state will be after death, and he has, and 
} must go to hell!’ Her father-in-law, (perhaps a deist, who at 
other times could sport with prayers, especially women’s pray- 
ing) came to her bed-side, and sought to compose her mind; 
and entreated her to lay her hand on her breast and say, God 
be merciful, and all would be well ‘Ah! father,’ said she, 
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once I might have obtained mercy——the Lord called me, and 
I thought I would serve him—I tried to; but my heart was so 
proup—I; was so wicked the Lord would not regard me, now I 
have sinned away the day of grace—prayer is of no use. Now 
for your good, I warn you not to do asT have done.” Sighs 
and groans, together with a profusion of tears, evinced the in- 
discribable agony of the spectators. But it was too much for 
her affectionate aunt, who had had the care of her education 
from her youth, to believe her in her right mind, and intimated 
to a friend, she thought her to be light headed. This Mrs. A. 
readily denied, and assured them she had her reason perfectly 
clear, and added, ‘I suppose some would not tell where they 
were going, if in my case; but I tell you that you may know 
where I am, and if you do’nt want my company there, you 
must live better lives! do’nt let pripE ruin you, as it has me! 
Now, since I must go to hell, I do’nt care how soon. I have 
been a great sinner,” and fixing her eyes on Mr. A. said, “I 
ask your forgiveness—I ask all your forgiveness—I must go! 
I must go to hell!’ Nearly exhausted, she lay silent a few 
moments, then with a tone of voice dreadfully expressive, and 
despair eminating from her distorted countenance, she cried 
out, “O! Devits! must I go to burn in everlasting torment! 
O Jesus! Jesus! Jesus!? [ sat on one side, and Mr. A. on the 
other, supporting her in the last struggles of mortality. Her 
strength appeared gone, and we thought her dying agonies 
might be past :. when on a sudden, she started witha ghastly 
stare towards the front windows—nearly turned herself to the 
other side of the bed—flung her arms around the neck of Mr. 
A. crying out, “ the Devin is coming! keep him off! keep him 
off! pray! pray! pray! do’nt let him come! do’nt let him 
come‘? Then she sank down, and immediately expired ! 

Thus, amidst the cries of children, the sorrows of an hus- 
band, and tears and universal lamentations of death-bed visi- 
tors, she was forced from fair prospects, to submit to the man- 
date of justice, in the meridian of her days. 

Whoever may read or hear this tragical story, be candid, 
turn thy thoughts within, and deal faithfully with thy soul, and 
with aneye to the Eternal Judge—let me plainly ask thee— 
Has not the Spirit of God strove with thee? Hast thou not been 
ashamed of the cross of Christ? Has not the long suffering of 
God waited upon thee, to show himself merciful ? Hast thou 
persisted to grieve the Holy Spirit? Ifso, answer candidly, 
what security hast thou against being overwhelmed with horror 
and despair in thy dying moments? Is God yet waiting, and 
the inviting whispers of dying love urging thee to the wounds 
of Jesus? Arise and fly—now is thy time—if thou delay, the 
Master may shut the door of hope, and seal thee up in ever- 
lasting darkness. 








MEMOIR OF CHARLES NEWMAN. 


The Grace of God Manifested. 


MEMOIR OF CHarLes NeEwMAN, WHO DIED aT BrusseELs, Ave. 
13, 1816.—By H. C. 


(Concluded from page 27.) 


For several months previous to his baptism, he had not 
been exposed to the external air, living principally in an apart- 
ment the temperature of which was regulated; but his soul 
being set at liberty, the body would no longer be thus confined ; 
he longed to go up to the house of God with those who kept 
holy-day ; and not counting health or life itself dear unto him, 
he regularly attended public worship, began to meet in class, 
enjoying greatly that and every mean of grace, and constant! 
qt ea obtaining in every mean those blessings for which they were 
He , graciously instituted. The effect produced by this alteration 
tr ae in his mode of life was different from that apprehended by his 
Bid! friends ; it was favourable, not prejudicial to his health; he 

\ gained strength, and for a season they encouraged hopes that 
he might yet be spared. From his quitting the navy he had 
eae si been dependent on his mother, but he wished no longer to eat 
Pa eae the bread of idleness; he looked out for, and obtained em- 
| ployment ; urged more particularly to do this by the probability 
there was that a sister and her family might soon become in a 
great measure destitute. He wished also in some way to be 
useful to his fellow-mortals ; having obtained mercy at the hand 
of the Lord, he was anxious to proclaim to those around him, 
who were perishing for lack of knowledge, that there was, 
(even for the vilest of the vile, the chief of sinners), mercy and 
salvation in Christ Jesus. He offered himself as a visitor in the 
Stranger’s Friend Society ; and though his conversion to God 
was but recent, so genuine and deep was the work of grace in 
his soul, that he was accepted; and while he had health and 
strength, he actively engaged in that most excellent institution ; 
and there are reasons to believe, that though his career was 
short, the Lord gave a blessing to his labours, and that he was 
instrumental in the salvation of some souls. To the temporal 
wants of those he visited, he ministered according to his ability, 








5 ig | frequently giving amongst them all that remained of his weekly 
eae earnings, atter defraying the expense of his mill and vegetable 
a - diet ; laying up treasure on earth entered not his thoughts ; his 


heart was in heaven, and as he journeyed towards his home his 
conversation was heavenly ; he had power to cast his care on 
® him who had, and still cared for him ; and when the disease re- 
ey turned with increased violence, and prevented him from follow- 
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ing his employment, and consequently cutting off all means 
of support, he had no anxious thought for the morrow, feeling 
assured ‘that God would provide, and not suffer him to lack an 
thing that was good. In this respect it was unto him ani 4 
ing to his faith, for though he was cohfined many weeks, and 
his mother, the only relative who could assist him, was out of 
the kingdom, yet friends were raised up who attended him with 
affection, and cheerfully ministered to his necessities. During 
this period he manifested much of the Christian temper, pa- 
tiently bearing what the Lord thought fit to try him with, anx- 
ious merely that his will should be accomplished in him and by 
him. Supported under the affliction which he knew could en- 
dure but for a moment, by the presence of ‘his God, and the 
assurance that these trials would work out for him a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; he endured as seeing 
him who is invisible, and calmly waited the coming of his 
Lord. To his leader’s inquiry, how he had been, on visiting 
him one day after almost a week’s absence, “ Afflicted,” said 
he, “‘ but not forsaken—burnt with fever, yet refreshed with 
the dew of the heavenly grace—assaulted by the enemy, but 
not overcome. I have this week been enabled to lay one hand 
on the throne of grace, and the other on the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world; itis the only posture for a sinner 
in health, in sickness, in death, in this posture I trust I shall 
live and die.”? The energy with which he uttered these words 
will not soon be forgotten. From this attack he at length, in 
some degree recovered, and, at the earnest entreaty of his 
mother, who was at Brussels, prepared to join her at that 
place. Aware that his days would be but few, and that she 
would have a mournful gratification in having him near her at 
the last, he took leave of his Christian friends in England, and 
embarked on Sunday the 26th of May. Early in the morning 
he had for the last time met with them in class; with many 
prayers they had committed him to God; and with tears which 
could not be repressed, they parted, conscious their next meet- 
ing would be in eternity. The vessel in which he sailed was 
bound for Ostend. It was extremely crowded, and afforded 
little accommodation for an invalid. On his arrival he wrote, 
giving an account of his passage, which had been painful in 
many respects; but his God was with him, and was his sup- 
port, as portions of his letter to a friend will best describe : “1 
experience,” he writes, “a difficulty in addressing you; fond 
recollections press into my mind, and quite overwhelm me with 
feelings indescribable. In. my present state of weakness and 
fatigue, these things are too much for me: I hasten therefore 
for relief to detail my passage. We fell down the river with a 
oe oe and went pleasantly to Gravesend, where they took 
ot. IV. 
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us all on shore to examine our passports, and see that there 
were no more on board as passengers than were accounted for 
intown. Losing four hours there, we proceeded, the wind 
having become foul and very cold. Having nearly fifty pas- 
sengers, I was content to plank it upon deck, the fumes below 
being too strong for me. - Wrapped up ina sail, I lay quite 
comfortable till a heavy rain came on, which struck a hot damp 
through me, and obliged me to retire to the coolest place | 
could find ; there I remained till we were brought off Margate, 
about seven in the morning. During this time my mind was 
blessedly staid upon God, being filled with prayer and praise ; 
I thought on the testimony I had borne for him, and the pledge 
I had given to live wholly to him, (at a love-feast held by Mr. 
Bunting, the sabbath before his departure.) The hymn I gave 
out in the morning among my Christian friends, the prayer, 


‘ Still let me guard the sacred fame, 
And still stir up thy gift in me,’ 


was in my heart and mouth continually. Temptation was 
near, and assailed my ears with those songs, finely sung, which 
formerly delighted me; I employed my mind in parodying 
them in silent praise toGod ; and where they would not readily 
admit of this, I prayed the Lord to put the new song into the 
mouth of the singer; and if my mind at all inclined to them, I 
called on ‘the name to sinners dear,’ and they flew before it 
like lightning.”?. At Margate the passengers again landed; he 
went to bed, and got a little rest. The remainder of his pas- 
sage was stormy and unpleasant. ‘ The night,” he says, ‘ was 
full fraught with misery ; | never suffered so much in my life. 
I stowed myself away as before, in the coolest and most airy 

lace I could find. Here I was quite in an extremity, very 
sick and full of strong pain; 1 fell down utterly helpless, call- 
ing upon God to sustain me. The steward coming down, I 
mustered strength to unbolt the door, and intreated-him to put 
me into a bed-place; they thought I was actually dying, and 
put me into the captain’s birth. Here I dosed, and awoke, 
continually pring God for his mercy and goodness, and 
gradually recovered.’? He landed at Ostend, at eleven o’clock 
on Tuesday night.* He remained a few days at Ostend ; and 
on the 19th of June he wrote from Brussels, giving an account 
of his journey thither, and the observations he had made in his 
progress. From Ostend to Ghent he travelled by the canal, in 


* A friend of the writer, who happened to be on board of the ship with New- 
man in this voyage, gave, some months after, the most satisfactory testimony 
to the Christian deportment and exemplary patience he manifested at that 
time. 
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company with three gentlemen, dissenters, students for the 
ministry. They arrived on Saturday afternoon, and he was 
anxious to get forward to Brussels, that he might spend the 
Sabbath in the company. of his mother, and feel himself at the 
end of his journey. All the places in the diligence being taken, 
he was constrained to remain, and spent a part of the Lord’s 
day in acts of devotion with his three companions, in which he 
appears to have been truly blessed. Being in a Roman Cath- 
olic country, he was pained by the superstition he witnessed. 
‘‘] went to the church at Ostend,” he says ; “ it is worth see- 
ing, it was the time of high mass; I got a sprinkling of holy 
water, in common with the rest, and prayed God to apply the 
blood of sprinkling to their consciences, and give them to see 
Jesus, through the thick darkness and gross idolatry which 
surrounded them. Inthe church is the copy ofa most blas- 
phemous picture, representing the Trinity, the pope with his 
tiara being put for God the Father. The original is in the 
cathedral at Ghent. I noticed also a picture of heathenism, 
which shocked me much: against one of the pillars is a money 
box, inscribed to St. Martinuldius, patron of those who have 
the plague, or any sort of sickness. Candles are sold in the 
church to burn to the saint when his interest or help is need- 
ed. The priests alone are profited by these superstitions,’»— 
Between Ghent and Brussels he met with a large body of pil- 
grims, returning from the shrine of the holy mother at Halle, 
some of them barefoot, and in much pain and weariness, worn 
out with fatigue. He writes, “ This is a lesson for me, and for 
us all; if we were as gent and unwearied in our exertions, 
according to our superior light, what manner of men should we 
be; and if thesg,poor deluded souls had the gospel preached 
to them in its purity, what bright and exemplary Christians 
might they not make!” Their gross ignorance pained him ex- 
ceedingly, and immediately on his arrival at Brussels, he, 
though well aware his time below would be but short, fur- 
nished himself with an elementary book of the French language, 
in hope, by the help of it, to make himself understood, and try 
to impart to some one that spiritual knowledge for lack of 
which so many were perishing around him. Concerning this 
book he writes, “ It is sanctioned by the Chancellor and Vicar- 
General of Paris, and the second commandment, excepting the 
clause, ‘ I the Lord am a jealous God,’ which is tacked to the 
first, is omitted: and to make the number complete, the tenth 
is splitin two. Thus they mar the word of God under the 
sanction of the pope; and why do they do it? but because the 
second commandment condemns 1m toto their idol, their image 
worship.”* On the 19th of June he writes, ‘“ They are at 
Waterloo to-day, to pray the souls out of purgatory who were 
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interred there last year ; a grand procession has left the streets 
through which jt passed, white with the droppings from their 
wax flambeaux, like a shower of snow, and this too at noon 
day, and under a burning sun. Yesterday they sung Te Deum. 
On the return of the procession, this day and to-morrow will be 
spent in riot and intemperance. It all originates with the 
priests, who wilfully keep them in profound ignorance, teachin 

them nothing but idle and unexplained mummeries. O how 

wish to raise a spirit of inquiry among some of these people, if 
in this way I might be useful. O how I should delight to lead 
them to Mr. Kerpezdron, by whose ministry, under the blessing 
of God, I hope much good will be done. He appears to be an 
able minister of Jesus Christ, a meek and very humble man, 
like his Lord. Glory be to God for this his good gift toa be- 
nighted land.”?> Of Mr. Robarts, who had been labouring 
amongst them, but who was removed to his station in Jersey, 
he speaks with much affection, and exclaims, “ He cannot but 
do good, for God is with him.”? In another part of his letter 
he writes, “1 am just returned from class, our first meeting 
since | have been here. God in Christ Jesus has been with us, 
and I trust we all received the blessing. Mr. Kerpezdron leads 
us, and intends to call on each member privately for our souls’ 
good. I Jove himvery sincerely in the Lord, he is one of the 
‘ excellent of the earth,’ humble, meek, lowly, zealous, active, 
breathing nothing but love to God and man; this and this only 
is religion ; I bless God | breathe the same atmosphere ; glory 
to God, I grow; Iam watered; the continual dew of his bless- 
ing, the healthful Spirit of his grace, are continually present 
with me. I was enabled to tell my dear friends here what God 
has done for me, in a way peculiar to thoy*:who speak from 
the heart, being conscious of the Spirit of God within, and 
have reason to believe that all drank into that same Spirit ; you 
well know its blessed influence, faith in God, humility, child-like 
simplicity, lowliness of heart and mind; these are the glories 
of the Christian character, blessed be God I grow herein; I 
have received great grace indeed. When I reflect on what 
God has done for me, J fee] 1 should be like the rapt seraph 
that adores and burns. Yet I] believe I have a fulness of this 
at times, when an inexpressible feeling puts my mind, my 
whole Soul, upon the stretch for words, for thoughts, wherein to 
clothe it; but it cannot be till I throw off the body; then, then 
I'll give him nobler praise; at present | can only sighing say, 
Lord read my heart, and well he knows what his own Spirit has 
written and wrought there. I see hourly the great importance, 
and see also my great need of faith, simple faith. Speaking 
of the blessedness, the calm sweet peace which flows into the 
soul asa river, my resignation to the will of God in all things, 
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particularly my willingness to depart when it shall please him 
to call me, excited the wonder of some friends who visited me ; 
I said by simple faith ia the mercy and love of God, through 
my-Lord Jesus Christ, all'is love, peace, joy, holiness, happi- 
ness, and heaven. They felt the truth thus spoken in simpli- 
city, and God owned and blessed our interview.” 

In an apparent rapture of holy joy, ascribing glory, glory, 
glory to Godand the Lamb for ever, he concludes the last let- 
ter received from him, and from which the above extracts have 
been principally taken. The disease now made rapid progress, 
and it was evident to his friends that he would soon be released 
from a state of suffering, which to the end he bore with the 
most perfect patience ahd resignation. While he had strength 
he went about speaking to all to whom he had access, on the 
important subjects connected with salvation, and when confined 
to his chamber and bed, he still spoke in the same strain, and 
his words were such as were highly calculated to minister 
grace to the hearers. He constantly expressed himself to his 
friends as being happy, unspeakably happy! The consolations 
of the Lord abounded with him, and though called with a some- 
what slow and lingering step to pass through the dark valley, 
he never for a moment feared any evil. Jesus was with him, 
his rod and his staff comforted him. In this happy frame he 
continued, his faith strengthening as his body grew weaker, 
tll, on the morning of the 9th of August, exclaiming, ‘* Jesus 
is mine!” he triumphantly exchanged time for eternity. 

Mr. Kerpezdron, who was with him almost to the last, a few 
days after his death kindly addressed to his leader the following 
letter, which contains Mr. K.’s testimonial of his truly Christian 
walk and conversation, from his first residence in Brussels to 
his death. 

Bias © Brussels, August 19, 1816. 

“ Dear Sir, | 

“‘@ur dear brother, Charles Newman, in whose spiritual 
welfare you have been so deeply interested, is, through the 
grace of God, safely landed on the heavenly shore. I arrived 
in this city a week after him, and soon found him to be an Is- 
raelite in whom there was no guile. I have been much blessed 
by the communication of his Christian experience, and greatly 
edified by his Christian walk and conversation. I never heard 
aman whose speech was more uninterruptedly seasoned with 
salt, and more fully calculated to minister grace to the hearers. 
Many who have heard him can and will testify, that the words 
delivered by that faithful servant of the living God, were ac- 
companied with such an unction of the Holy Ghost, as it was 
hardly possible to resist. Mild in all his tempers, the love of 
God filled the capacity of his heart, and communicated a heay- 
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enly sweetness to all the outward organs of his inward feelings. 
He spoke of God’s perfections as one that had seen the Invisi- 
le, and held an intercourse with heaven. His knowledge of 
the universal and individual Providence of God had implanted 
in his heart that unshaken confidence in him, which he pre- 
served to the end. As long as he could walk, he visited his 
friends, to whom he apattostall a steady and warm attach- 
ment, and unparalleled faithfulness. ‘Though he was in a high 
degree the biessed partaker of Christian perfection, -he con- 
sidered the use of the means as his duty and privilege, and 
steadily drew out of them waters of salvation. Whilst on his 
death-bed, where he lay for the space of about four weeks, he 
was wonderfully sapported by the comforts of God’s Holy 
Spirit; and though I very frequently visited him, I never dis- 
covered the smallest symptom of impatience or murmuring.— | — 
His resignation to the will of God was unfeigned. He was full 

ersuaded, in the most extensive and exalted sense of the word, |~ 
that God doeth all things we/l. O what an abundant encour- [| 
agement for us more fully and more unreservedly to commitall | 
our concerns to him, who is a sure refuge and helpinalltimes || 
of trouble. He never neglected the opportunity of recommend- || 
ing to others that Saviour who had rescued him from deep mis- 
ery and wretchedness, and procured him even in this last and 
trying affliction, that peace of mind which so eminently appear- 
ed on every feature of his beatified countenance; and | am pér- 
suaded he did not speak without effect. Indeed I have read 
two letters of one that is exalted in rank, wherein he declares, 
the blessed impressions made upon his mind, and acknowledges 
the Divine interposition in this blessed young man’s case. ‘ Na- 
ture alone could not,’ says he, ‘produce the wonderful work 
which I now witness; init I see the hand of God.’ 

‘© In proportion as the mortal frame decayed, the inward man 
crew in strength, by growing in faith; and though the powers 
of darkness frequently assaulted him, he looked to Jesus, and [7 
all his enemies were put to flight. One morning, being asked 
the state of his soul, he lifted up his eyes and hands, and said, 
‘ God is my strength, and the light of my countenance. O that 
} could love him more! Lord come and take possession, full 
possession of my heart! I know it would be far better for me 
to depart and be with Christ, but the will of the Lord be done.’ 
One day, afiera gentle sleep, be addressed his mother thus, ¢ I 
think I shall not die yet, the Lord has something for me to do, 
for these words have been applied to me with peculiar power, 
‘Return to thy father’s house, and tell every one the great things 
which the Lord has done for thee.’ This impression was soon 
Li realized; and our young brother Newman hath been a success- 
ie ful missionary in this place, not only with the English who had 
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any intercourse with him, but also with the inhabitants at whose 
house he had his quarters. 

“ The’ day preceding his death I found him very weak ; with 
great difficulties and agonies of body he was gasping for breath, 
and with the most pathetic and ardent tone exclaimed, ‘O that 
all the world would gasp after Jesus Christ as I do for breath !” 
After a short but solemn pause, (the presence of God filled the 
room) he said, * The Lord has done great things for me. Pray 
that I may answer his gracious designs; pray that I may en- 
dure to the end.’ After prayer [ shook hands with him, and 
bid him farewel. It was the last time I saw him. 

‘The morning following, (Monday 13,) a short time before 
he expired, his mother having in some way or other expressed 
her concern for the great agonies he laboured under, witha 
heavenly smile upon his countenance he said, ‘ Jesus is mine, 
Jesus is mine ;’ and into Jesus’ hands he delivered his soul, and 
breathed his last between eleven and twelve. 

‘On Wednesday evening the 15th we committed his mortal 
parts to its native dust. We sang a hymn; and after address- 
ing a few words to those present, on the solemn occasion, I 
prayed. We then accompanied the tender and pious mother 
to her abode, and then commended her to the gracious sup- 
port of our heavenly Father. 

“In this trying circumstance she has been favoured with 
much Christian fortitude. May she, when life shall be at an 
end, join her dear son in eternal glory! Some time previous to 
his death, the young man expressed a wish that you should 
have his hymn-book, in remembrance of him ; we shall embrace 
the first opportunity of sending it to you. Pray for us, my dear 
brother, we are but a few sheep surrounded by ravenous wolves. 
Iam, though a perfect stranger to you in the flesh, your affec- 
tionate brother, ° A. pE Kerrezpron.” 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 


CONSISTENCY OF CHARACTERS 


Amone the many imperfections exemplified in the condcct 
of human beings, is that of inconsistency. How prone are we 
to perceive and approve of that which is good, and yet prac- 
lice that which is evil. ‘* Happy is he that condemneth not 
himself in that thing which he alloweth.” So spoke the great 
apostle to the gentiles. But this happiness is not the portion of 
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all men. Hence arises that disgusting inconsistency of char- 
acter, which manifests itself in those who make pompous pro- 
fessions of what they will do, and what ought to be done, while 
they themselves will never ‘ put forth their finger” to carry 
their professions into execution. So it is said of the celebrated 
Grecian orator, Demosthenes, though he could contrive plans 
for the public good, and sway the minds of his auditors by the 
powers of his oratory, yet when he attempted to carry his plans 
into execution, he failed for want of practical skill and perse- 
verance. 

So it is with Vocabulum. Mighty in words while in council 
with his associates, one would imagine that nothing, but what 
is absolutely impossible, would stand before him. Matters, in- 
deed, of least moment, receive from his lofty and expanded 
mind such marked attention, that if he presumes to speak, he 
assumes an air of as much importance, and commences his 
harangue in as formal a manner, as if he were about to address 
the representatives of a vast empire, on a subject which in- 
volved the destiny of millions! His verbose and florid speeches, 
abounding in allegory and metaphor, fill the mind with wonder 
and admiration ; though those oe are acquainted with him feel 
a painful sénsation, arising froma nite. kind of inconsist- 
ency, which manifests itself in the vast disproportion between 
the magnitude of the speech and the insignificance of the sub- 
ject of his discourse. Penetratio, on hearing Vocabulum in one 
of his lucid moments, shrugged his shoulders, and said very 
shrewdly, Hic labor est—for the production of nothing! 

But the most unpardonable inconsistency in the character of 
this gentleman, is, that when subjects of real magnitude and 
importance demand his attention—and this is only known to 
those previously acquainted with the subjects themselves, for 
all, on which he speaks, appear equally momentous from his 
manner of discussing them—though he expresses his high esti- 
mation of them, and seems to exhaust all the powers of his elo- 
quence in their recommendation, no sooner docs his lips close, 
than his apparent zeal cools, and his energy expires. Plans 
of public utility receive his warmest approbation, but were 
they to receive support, in respect to their practical effect, 
from none but those like himself, they would inevitably dwin- 
dle into insignificance. But were this all, his conduct would 
not be so intolerable. For it not unfrequently happens, that 
his subsequent proceedings militate against the execution of 
those very plans which he had recommended with so much 
zeal,—so much indeed, that one would have thought his soul 
was perseveringly bent on their ultimate success. 

Does he then discard practice? No indeed! In his public 
and private harangues—for he seldom talks but in a set dis- 
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course—he will tell you—if you wait for the closing sentence 
of his fine-spun argument—that practice is the most essential, 
as well as the most difficult part of a man’s duty. He will, in- 
deed, in order to make this point obvious, enter into an elabo- 
rate discussion of first and second causes—though he will, per- 
haps, inform you that all these causes lie too deep for human 
research—and lead your mind through such a labyrinth of mete 
aphysical distinctions, that one would conclude he was about 
to adduce proofs of the existence of the great First Cause of all 
things, by arguments a priori; but after winding you up to the 
highest pitch of expectation, so that your breath is almost stop- 
lang from the intenseness of your thoughts, you are suddenly 
et down by the terminating sentence, which is as self-evident 
as that two triangles are equal to one right angle, that a man 
must do as well as teach, in order to be consistent. After all, 
he isa most perfect haterofmetaphysics. And to prove it, he 
will entertain you for half an hour, with a most ingenuous dis- 
play of intellectual acuteness, on the bare possibility, and 
mere impossibility of being imposed upon by the nice distinc- 
tions of philosophers and logicians, respecting the occult essen- 
ces of substances, whether material or immaterial ; and conclude 
the whole with a sylogistical proof that two halfs of any given 
immaterial substance is equal to the whole of that self-same 
identical substance! ‘This he adduces as a proof that he hates 
abstract reasoning. To prove that he loves simplicity, he will, 
as faras any finite power is capable of it, ransack the whole 
field of moral argument, and physical demonstration, and con- 
clude by reminding you, which is the thing he attempted to de- 
monstrate, that material substances possess not only tangible 
properties, but are also visible; and therefore we need no other 
proof of their existence than what they contain in themselves. 
Once upon an occasion, Penetratio was in company with Vo- 
cabulum, and some others, when a very plain question was ask- 
ed by one of the company, which was answered with perfect 
unanimity by all present except Vocabulum. After 9 few mo- 
ments pause, he began by reminding the inquirer that it was 
a subject he had long made his study and deep research; and 
the result of his labour was, that it was even so as the others 
had said. I do not pretend to quote him verbatim, because 
it would swell this little fragment too much; for he went into as 
learned and laboured a discourse to establish a point which no 
one doubted, as if he had been called to disprove Hume’s 
theory of ideas, impressions, &c. Penetratio, on this occasion, 
manifested a little of his characteristic impatience, at being 
compelled to listen for half an hour, and hear arguments @ 
priori and a posteriori, besides a number of a mized character, 


to prove what every body believed. But he checked the 
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risings of irritability, from a regard to consistency of character, 
which he felt himself bound to maintain; for he professed him- 
self a disciple of him who has said, bear one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

Another inconsistency exemplified in Vocabulum is, that he 
always seeks to be in opposition to every one else. Whether 
this be owing to some constitutional infirmity, or is the result 
of choice, 1 cannot tell. But so it is—If he himself proposes 
any thing new, and others fall in with it, it is a wonder ifhe 
does not turn against it, or at least withdraw his support from it; 
for he seems to act under the influence of a belief, that nothing 
is right which meets with a warm reception from others. If, 
therefore, you wish to know his sentiments,—except in some 
happy moments when he seems to forget himself, and acts, with- 
out designing it, according to the dictates of common sense,— you 
must look for him on the opposite side. I would not, however, 
insinuate, that he is destitute of that desire so common to men, 
a desire to please ; for he hasa certain circle of acquaintance, 
to please whom seems to be the object of his most strenuous 
efforts: but it must be recollected that they are suchas have 
agents pleased’ him, by lending their influence to promote 

is designs, and therefore are perfectly quiescent to his will. 
Indeed, they seem to admire him most for his inconsistencies. 
These, they think, are his chief excellencies. 

Nevertheless, Vocabulum is quite a popular character. The 
ignorant multitude, who only know him by sight, as we some- 
times say, and by report, and those who estimate a man by 
what he says, and not by what he does, think him a mighty man 
of renown. He will entertain them with such high sounding 
words, which none of them understand, that their minds are 
half distracted with admiration at the profoundness of his wis- 
dom. 

No one need to think him a solitary character. Were it not 
for his perfect hatred of associates, he might surround himself 
with many as much like himself as he is consistent with him- 
self. Penetratio himself does not think meanly of his gifts.— 
He observed to me one day, that he thought Vocabulum capable 
of being both good and wise ; and that, if he would condescend 
to study a little propriety of conduct, as well as loftiness of de- 
meanour, and singularity of sentiment, he might become, at 
least, tolerable in his intercourse with mankind. But, added 
Penetratio, | now make it my principal study, when in conver- 
sation, to select the plainest words I can, avoiding vulgar phra- 
ses, to convey my ideas, lest I should be suspected of coining 
new phrases like Vocabulum, or of borrowing my style and 
manner from him. Besides, continued he, 1 have conceived 
such a perfect disgust against that affected stiffness of demean- 
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our, that my heart sickens at the thought of it. This is owing, 
perhaps, in some measure, to that unpardonable inconsistency 
which I behold in him, in saying so much and doing so little. 

This is Vocabulum. He says and does not. He is, howev- 
er, if common report be true, not only a great man, but 2 
Christian. He certainly practices some of the Christian vir- 
tues. Indeed, it is said, that he is rigidly strict in some things, 
particularly in every thing that will render him singular. He 
prays long and often; and one reason is, that the majority of 
his neighbourhood are not yet Christianized. If they were, it 
is feared by some, that he would turn infidel, such is his love 
of singularity : and yet, such is his inconsistency, that he loves 
popularity, and will perform popular acts in some moments of 
seeming forgetfulness. Indeed, were you to listen to his elo- 
quence sometimes, in favour of public charities, and private be- 
neficence, you would think him not only master of language, but 
a first rate philanthropist. But in truth, he is like an indolent 
sailor who stands on the land, shoves off the boat, and then 
leaves you to row it yourself or perish: for when action be- 
comes necessary to give effect to well matured plans, he ex- 
hibits all the apathy of a stupid voluptuary. 

Were I to draw a picture of Vocabulum in few words, in re- 
spect to the leading features of his character, I would say that 
‘* His hands are against every man,’’—and that he “ binds 
heavy burdens upon men’s shoulders, but will not touch them 
with one of his fingers.”? J mean not to insinuate, however, 
that his private life is irregular. Of this | know nothing.—I 
meddle not with his motives. To know these is the preroga- 
tive of Him who is omniscient. I only speak of his actions 
as faras they are known. And neither are these all reprehen- 
sible—Many of them are worthy of imitation. But his incon- 
sistencies are mentioned that others may avoid, by avoiding 
them, the obloquy which such men as Penetratio throw upon 
Vocabulum. ; 
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“ How speedily will the consummation of all things com- 
mence! For yet.a little while, and the commissioned archangel 
lifts his hand to heaven, and swears by the Almighty’s name, 
‘that time shall be no longer.’ Then abused opportunities 
will never return, and new opportunities will never more be 
offered. Then, should negligent mortals wish, ever so pas- 
sionately, fora few moments only, to be thrown back from the 
opening eternity,—thousands of worlds would not be able te 
procure that grant. 
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‘“¢ How amazingly great and awful is the representation of 
that tremendous day, as mentioned in the beginning of the 10th 
chapter of Revelations; which, says one. abstracted from its 
primary meaning, and considered only as a stately piece of 
machinery, well deserves our attention ; and | will venture to 
say, has not its superior, perhaps not its equal, in any of the 
most celebrated masters of Greece and Rome. All that is 
gloomy or beautiful in the atmosphere, all that is striking or 
magnificent in every element, is taken in to heighten the idea. 
Yet nothing is disproportionate, but an uniform air of ineffable 
majesty, greatens, exalts, ennobles the whole. Observe the 
aspect of this august personage. All the brightness of the sun 
shines in his countenance, and all the rage of fire burns in his 
feet. See his apparel; the clouds compose his robe, and the. 
drapery of the sky floats uponhis shoulders. The rainbow 
forms his diadem, and that which ‘ compasseth the heaven with 
a glorious circle,’ is the ornament of his head. Consider the 
action ; his hand is lifted up to the height of the stars. He 
speaks, and the regions of the firmament echo with the mighty 
accents, as the midnight desert resounds with the lion’s roar.— 
The artillery of the skies is discharged at the signal; a peal of 
seven-fold thunder spreads the alarm, and prepares the world 
to receive his orders. To finish all, and give the highest 
grandeur, as well as the utmost solemnity to the representa- 
tion, hear the decree that issues from his mouth. He swears by 
Him that liveth forever. In whatever manner so majestic a 
person had expressed himself, he could not fail of commanding 
universal attention. But when he confirms his speech by a most 
sacred and inviolable oath, we are not only wrapt in silent 
suspense, but overwhelmed with the profoundest awe. He 
swears, ‘* That time shall be no longer.’? Was ever voice so 
full of terror, and so big with wonder? It proclaims, not the 
fall cf empires, but the final period of things. It strikes off 
the wheels of nature, bids ayes and generations cease to roll, 
and with one potent word, consigns a whole world over to deso- 
lation !” 





FRAGMENT. 


Some profess belief in annihilation. But what is annihila- 
tion? Itis the being reduced to nothing. And who can have 
any perceptions of nothing ? And can we believe in that of which 
we can have no perceptions? Such a belief, therefore, is not 
supported by the word of God, nor rendered credible by ex- 
periment, nor probable by the arguments of philosophy. What, 
then, is this professed belief, but absolute unbelief in every thing? 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


————s 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL AND PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF 
GOD IN FOUNTAIN-HEAD CIRCUIT, THROUGH THE LAST YEAR. 


Paovipence having cast my lot in this circuit, I com- 
menced my labours in the month of December, 1818; and 
very soon discovered that I had a very important charge.— 
Feeling my inadequacy, I proceeded with fear and trembling, 
and was soon convinced that | groaely needed a preacher to help 
me in this great work. Accordingly, at our first quarterly meet- 
ing, which was held in Russelsville, we succeeded in getting 
brother William Peter to travel. His heart was in the work: 
we were one in sentiment ; our hearts were knit together as the 
hearts of David and Jonathan ; and blessed be God we very 
soon realized the advantage of having preaching once in every 
two weeks. Our congregations increased, and the work of the 
Lord soon began to revive in several places. We had a few 
conversions through the winter. The public mind became very 
much excited on the subject of religion, and not unfrequently 
our congregations were very large and serious. In the town of 
Bowling-Green, there had not hitherto been a society formed by 
any religions denomination, but appearances being somewhat 
promising, we were induced to appoint our second quarterly 
meeting there. Before the time appointed arrived, we had 
formed a class of sixteen members; some residing in the town 
and others in tue adjoining country. We looked forward to our 
quarterly meeting with some degree of anxiety, and many fer- 
vent prayers ascended to God for his blessing upon that meet- 
ing, that it might be sanctified to the good of the inhabitants of 
the town. The much desired time at length arrived; and the 
Lord was with usin power. ‘Though the weather was unfavour- 
able, yet the people waded through the mud and water to at- 
tend divine service, while the Lord poured water upon the 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground. The court-house was 
crowded with serious and attentive hearers. There was a gen- 
eral move on the Sabbath at the sacrament, and at night two 
were powerfully delivered from the guilt and burden of their 
sins. As the court was to sit on Monday, we appointed meet- 
ing on that day at the house of a friendly widow, and before 
this meeting closed, seven others professed to find peace to 
their disconsolate souls. We met again on Tuesday evening, 
when two others were powerfully set at liberty, and praised a 
sin-pardoning God. One of the latter was Mrs. Donalson, the 
owner of the house in which we were convened. All these 
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(except two) and many others who have embraced religion since 
that time, have joined the Methodist Episcopal Church. From 
this meeting the work began to spread. ‘Two young women of 
Scottsville were converted here, which was the means of a re- 
vival in that place where there has been a good work going on 
even to the present time. Our preachers at this meeting were 
Holliday, Cook, Gwin, and Criger. A Presbyterian meeting, 
at which the sacrament was administered, commenced on the 
following Friday, and continued until the next Monday, during 
which two persons professed to obtain religion, a lady anda 
youth. 

About a month after our meeting in Bowling-Green, we held 
acamp-meeting on Gasper’s river, about eleven miles from the 
former place. Our preachers were Holliday, Gwin, and others. 
ig We commenced on Friday, but under discouraging circum: 
rid stances ; the rain descended in torrents upon us until Sunday 
ie morning, during which time human reason said that our meet- 
ing would be unprofitable ; but faith, leaning on the power and 

faithfulness of that God who sees not as man seeth, claimed 
the promise, and the Lord sent us plenteous showers of divine 
graces On Sunday morning the clouds disappeared, the mate- 
rial sun again shone upon us with brilliant rays, the heavens 
smiled, and the Lord Jehovah caused his awful power to res{ 
upon the congregation. Sinners cried for mercy, mourners 
were enabled to rejoice in God their Saviour, while professors 
felt the work of the Lord deepened in their hearis. About 
thirty persons, (the most of whom were men) professed to ob- 
ie tain pardoning mercy at this meeting. Some of these had 
rit grown grey in wickedness. Amazing grace! Who need des- 
mie pair! O the forbearance and long suffering of God towards re- 
bellious man! Much good resulted from this meeting, and that 
in different parts of the district : many will remember it in a 
blessed eternity. Persons attending this meeting from different 
parts of the circuit, the flame of divine love spread in various 
directions, and many petitions were presented for camp meet- 
| ings: meanwhile the work of the Lord prospered. 
i We appointed and held our second camp meeting at Pleas- 
7 ant-Run meeting-house, seven miles from Russelsville, com- 
mencing on the 11th of June. At this meeting about sixteen 
i professed to find peace. Others were converted afterwards in 
hs the same neighbourhood, and a gracious revival has taken 
" place. At our next sacrament, which was held at Fountain- 
head on the 25th of June, we had a refreshing time; a few 
professed conversion, and many were deeply impvessed. 

Our next camp-meeting was held at Cook’s, three miles 
from Russelsville, commencing on Friday; we laboured inces- 
santly, and the Lord-made bare his arm, and many were ena- 
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bled to bless God for such a meeting. About twenty-six per- 
sons professed to find peace ; and many left the groung deeply 
pierced by the sword of the Spirit. Among others that profess- 
ed to obtain religion at this meeting, was an Indian, about 
twenty years of age, who had been brought from his native 
land during the late war. His gestures and expressions were 
very interesting and affecting. hen he was asked, How do 
you know that you have found Jesus? Do yousee him? Placing 
his hand upon his breast, he answered—“ No; I don’t see 
him, but I feel him.” On the last day of the meeting he joined 
the church, and was baptized hy brother Gwin. We immedi- 
ately put him to school, where he learns fast and perseveres 
in religion; adorning his profession by an upright walk. A 
few days since I heard him speak in love-feast, and while he 
was speaking, all were bathed in tears of joy. It was enough 
to melt the hardest heart, to hear him tell of his being brought 
from his own tand and nation to live among the whites, in 
such expressions as the following: ‘“ My fren, about seven year 
ago | was near being killed; great many of my fren was killed, 
and | have no hope to meet them in heaven. J have some 
fren yet, and | want you to pray for them, that I may help 
them out! O my fren, pray for me that I may stick.’”? O let 
the sons of christendom, who have lived under the light of the 
gospel, tremble for themselves, while they see the swarthy 
savage entering into the kingdom of God before them. 

After the camp-meeting at Cook’s, I attended one in Barren 
circuit, near Scottsville. There the Lord manifested his pow- 
er, and about thirty professed to find peace with God, through 
faith in Christ. 

We held another camp-meeting for Fountain-Head circuit, at 
Martin’s, which commenced on the 13th of August. This was 
a neighbourhood which might, in the strictest sense, be called 
a barren land: but from the effects of this meeting, the wilder- 
ness has become a fruitful field, and the desert rejoices and 
blossoms as the rose. About twenty or thirty professed to find 
peace with God, and a very general reformation has taken 

lace in the neighbourhood. From this time, wherever we 
went, the Lord attended his word ; many were converted, and 
souls were daily added to the Lord. 

The 14th of September our last quarterly meeting commen- 
ced at Peter’s meeting-house, three miles from Shakestown, in 
camp-meeting order. The weather was pleasant. Bishop 
M'Kendree and many other able men of God, were present. 
But what was most of all to be remembered, the God of Israe} 
met with us, and many, slain by the sword of the Spirit, were 
prostrated on the ground, under the convicting power of truth, 
and were made the happy partakers of the divine nature. At 
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this meeting about forty professed regenerating grace. Many 
others were cut to the si and have since applied to the 
great Physician of souls, and have been healed. 

One who had for a long time lived in a back-sliden state, 
was powerfully reclaimed at this meeting, and _ has since that 
time taken his leave of this troublesome world, in the triumphs 
of faith. O how mysterious are the ways of God! how un- 
searchable his judgments! In this, as well as a thousand oth- 
er cases, we behold his immeasurable goodness. 

From this meeting we proceeded to the camp-meeting at 
Fountain-head meeting-house, which commenced on Friday 
night. Here we had a large encampment. The Bishop again 
attended, with a number of the Lord’s ministers. We toiled 
hard without seeing much fruit until Monday, when the mighty 
power of God came down upon the assembly : many were pier- 
ced to the heart, and cried aloud for mercy ; so that by Tues- 
day morning about thirty professed to find the Lord. We con- 
tinued the meeting until Wednesday ; and from the time of the 
sitting of the sun on Tuesday evening, until it arose on Wed- 
nesday morning, thirty souls, in addition to those named above, 

rofessed to enter into the liberty of the children of God.— 
Two such nights as these—Monday and Tuesday, I never saw 
before. The slain of the Lord were lying in m sob every di- 
rection—in the altar, in the woods, and in the tents—the groans 
and cries of the distressed were heard, while all resounded 
with the shouts of heaven-born souls. The principal part of 
those sixty who professed to get religion at this meeting, join- 
ed the church. And through the year the most of those who 
professed to obtain converting grace through our instrumental- 
ity, (amounting to more than four hundred) have united them- 
selves to our church, among whom are many promising young 
men, who not only promise to become pillars in the house of 
God, but watchmen on the walls of Zion. May the Lord car- 
ry on his work until the knowledge of God covers the face of 


the whole earth. Amen. 
Anprew Monroe. 


P. S. Since the above was written the work has progressed 
in the above named places; believers have, been established 


in the faith, and many added to the number of the faithful. 
A. Monroe, 





SATE Men Crees 
eee 
~ eS ee 


Sh ee tee pee 















AN EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT, &c. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN ASIA. 


An extract from “ The Report of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Missionary Society of 1819.” 


(Continued from page 39.) 


In order to render these important schools as efficient as 
possible, the Committee, at the suggestion of Sir Alexander 
Johnson, to whom they owe the most valuable information 
and suggestions as to the Mission, and whose name will ever 
stand connected with the moral improvement of Ceylon, as 
one of its first patrons and ablest advocates, obtained the in- 
struction of two of the Missionaries sent out in the early part 
of the year in the British and Foreign School system. They 
have been appointed to introduce these improvements into 
the schools in Ceylon, and to enable the native schoolmasters 
to avail themselves of the facilities they afford, more rapidly, 
and at smaller expense, to communicate instruction to the in- 
habitants. 

The Committee, considering the importance of maintaining 
and extending the Mission schools, in Ceylon, have lately 
raised the annual grant from the Fund from 600/. to 1000/. 
and they depend upon the liberality of the Christian public, 
in whose hearts the foregoing statements cannot fail to excite 
a lively interest, to assist them in meeting this additional 
expenditure. 

The Mission Press at Colombo continues to supply copies 
of the Scriptures, and useful books in the languages of the 
island. In addition to the late Cingalese edition of the New 
Testament in Quarto, printed for the Colombo Bible Society, 
an edition in Octayo has also been commenced, in which con- 
siderable progress has been made. The Cingalese transla- 
tion of the Old Testament has also been begun by the joint 
labours of the Rev. A. Armour, one of the Government 
Preachers, the Rev. J. Chater, Baptist Missionary, and the Rev. 
B. Clough, assisted by the Converted priests Petrus Panditta 
Sekarra, and George Nadoris. The Book of Genesis and the 
Psalms of David are already printed. The Book of Common 
Prayer, translated into Cingalese by Mr. Armour, has also been 
printed. The Brethren have likewise employed the press in 
reprinting several useful publications, partly in English, and 
partly in the languages of the country. Selections from our 
large Hymn Book, translated into Portuguese by Mr. New- 
stead, have also been completed ; and Mr. Clough, has in the 
press an sgn and Cingalese Dictionary, in Octavo and 


Quarto, a work of great labour, but which will be of incalcula- 
Vou. IY. 10 
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ble importance both to missionaries and civilians in acquir- 
ing this difficult but comprehensive and beautiful language, so 
necessary to obtain efficient access to the natives of the south- 
ern and interior parts of the island. Mr. Callaway has com- 
posed several very useful elementary works in both languages, 
among which is a copious vocabulary in Cingalese, Portuguese, 
and English, and is now employed in preparing a School Dic- 
tionary, in Cingalese and English. Mr. Fox fas compiled a 
dictionary of the Portuguese of the country, parallelled with 
English and Cingalese, which is now nearly out of the press. 
‘‘ Thus,” says Mr Fox, “ we shall cut off two years’ labour to 
future Missionaries, there being no dictionary or vocabulary of 
either the Cingalese or Indian Portuguese when we arrived.” 
Another very important measure as connected with the diffusion 
of the light of divine Revelation, is the translation of the New 
Testament into the Portuguese of India, acorrupt dialect ofthe 
European Portuguese, but spoken not only round the coast of 
Ceylon, but also by a great proportion of the inhabitants of the 
maritime districts of continental india, and into which no part of 
the Scriptures, it is believed, had been before translated. In 
this language portions of the Scriptures have been regularly 
read in the public services of the Missionaries from the com- 
mencement of the Mission. Parts, both printed and in Manu- 
script, had also been lent to individuals, and in some instances 
they produced saving effects. This work is now nearly com- 
pleted, and will furnish the means of acquaintance with the 
word of God to multitudes on whom its light has never shined. 

The termination of the Kandian war is an event which we 
trust will have 2n important connexion with the spread of reli- 
gion in the Island. It is understood that the difficulties which 
the former treaty with the Kandians presented to every attempt 
to spread the light of Christianity among that benighted people, 
do not exist in the treaty last concluded, and that the way is now 
opened for a peaceable and prudent introduction of the religion 
of Christ. Mr. Newstead, from Negombo, has been the first 
to pass the boundary, and has established a school ina Kandian 
village, with the ready acquiescence of the inhabitants. The 
last accounts represent this school ina promising condition. 
Mr. Newstead had also preached to the inhabitants, who listen- 
ed with attention. 

The Brethren assembled at their Conference at Point de Galle, 
voted a congratulatory address to His Excellency the Governor 
Gen. Brownrigg, on the termination of the war in Kandy, and 
received an answer marked with the same condescension and 
regard to the objects of their labours, which have uniformly char- 
acterised his communications. The former part of the address 
of the Brethren relates to the conclusion of the war, and it con- 
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cludes with thus acknowledging their obligations to his Excel- 
lency :— 

m tt has been long known to the world that your Excellency 
is the general friend and patron of those who wish well to the 
best interests of mankind. We ourselves learned this by expe- 
rience, when, as strangers, we came toa strange land to com- 
mence a work altogether newtous. This latter circumstance 
unavoidably exposed us to disadvantages, under which, howev- 
er, we have always been favoured with kind indulgence from 
your Excellency, and from many of our highly respected coun- 
trymen, acting officially under your Government. ; 

“ Qur present Conference has been attended with several 
encouraging evidences, that the cause in which we are engaged 
has been blessed with prosperity. And while we are thereby 
animated to continue our humble exertions, we wish ever to en- 
courage in our hearts a lively remembrance of your Excellen- 
cy’s original, invariable, and continued kindness to us. 

‘‘ May it please God to continue his choicest blessings to your 
Excellency and to your family, to your private councils and 
public measures, and to crown your Government with every 
good and satisfying result which a benevolent mind can de- 
sire.’ | 

To this His Excellency replied— 

“ | have received with a lively satisfaction your respectful 
and affectionate address. Nothing can be more strictly becom- 
ing the character of an assembly of Christian Missionaries than 
to express their joy at the restoration of peace, nothing can be 
more grateful to me thanthe happy event which is the subject 
ef your congratulations. 

“It is with cordial sincerity that I join with you in the hope 
of seeing the protection and encouragement afforded by a 
British Government to the Kandians, followed by such an im- 
provement in the civilization of that people as may lead to still 
more important results. This will be the first step in that aus- 
picious progress, of which you have so correctly marked the 
course. General instruction will precede and facilitate the 
wide extension ef religious knowledge. The Gospel is offered 
to all, but should be forced upon none ; and the darkness of hea- 
then ignorance must be first gradually dispelled to prepare an 
opening for the reception of divine truth. 3 

*“‘ It gives me great pleasure to learn that your present con- 
ference has been encouraged by such marks of prosperity, as 
animate you to perseverance and exertion in the duties of your 
Mission. I hope the favourable events that you have observed 
will compensate for the loss which you. are going to sustain of 
one of your members, whose discretion, industry, and zeal, 
have always attracted my notice and esteem. 
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‘“¢ The gratitude that you express for the protection which 
you have received under my government, ever since your first 
arrival in Ceylon, does credit to yourselves; but I claim no 
merit from a conduct which is due to your profession wherever 
it is supported with that propriety and moderation which 
ought always to form the leading features in the character of 
a Preacher of the Gospel. 1] request you to confide in the firm 
assurance, that the brethren of your mission shall never be de- 
prived of my countenance and favour while they continue to 
deserve my approbation.” 

To the encouraging increase in the Societies in the island, 
and the very great extension of the Schools for the instruction 
of the natives, circumstances which warrant the best hopes, 
the Committee report with peculiar pleasure, the prospect of 
native missionaries being raised up, to continue and extend the 
work among the inhabitants. To Mr. Lalman, who has for 
three years given eminent proofs of zeal, stability, and com- 
petent talents, are now added Don Cornelius, a Cingalese of 
considerable acquirements, and John Anthoniez, a person of 
Portuguese descent, both, like Mr. Lalman, the fruits of the mis- 
sion; and who, having given proofs of their sincerity, piety, 
and fitness for the work of the ministry, in the station of cate- 
chists, have been received as assistants. Others appear to 
be in acourse of preparation by him who alone can raise up 
‘6 Chosen vessels’? to bear his name, and to minister to the 
heathen, and who, under the direction of European mission- 
aries, will, we trust, prove a lasting blessing to that country. 

With the missionaries of other denominations, the brethren 
in Ceylon continue to have had the most friendly intercourse. 
Of whatever denomination, the labourers in that vineyard have 
been of “‘ one heart and of one soul,’ ready on every occasion 
to co-operate with each other in affording mutual support, and 
in devising plans of more extensive usefulness. 

The Committee again commend this interesting mission to 
the liberality of the public. Whether the state of the profess- 
ing Christians in Ceylon, who in fact are for the most part liv- 
ing in the practice of idolatry ; or the awful character of Bud- 
hism, which in system denies a God and a Creator; or the 
prevalence of devil worship, with all the gloom by which it 
darkens and agitates the imagination, and the miseries and 
murders with which it is accompanied, be considered; or, 
on the other hand, the delightful prospects presented by the 
4484 children inthe Mission Schools, and by the native con- 
gregations which in so many places round the island are now 
listening to the word of God, and becoming acquainted with 
the sanctifying truths of our divine religion; the Ceylon Mis- 
sion appeals for support to every feeling of our zeal for God, 
and of our kindness for man, and it derives additional impor- 
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tance from its connexion with continental India, into which 
the light kindled in Ceylon must ultimately spread, and where 
the instruments for the evangelization of the neighbouring 
coasts appear, by the blessing of God, to be preparing. 

Reference was made in a former Report of the Committee 
to the conversion of an eminent priest of Budhu, Groree 
Naporis pe Sytva. We are happy to state that he remains a 
stedfast Christian, and is one of the native translators of the 
scriptures at Colombo. The eminence of his character among 
the priests at Ceylon, the extent of his acquisitions in their 
learning, and the decisive manner in which he has made his 
choice of Christianity, have produced a strong impression in 
the island. ‘‘ He has,’? says Mr. Harvard, “ regularly met in 
class with us for some time past, and desires to be not only a 
nominal, but a real Christian. On these occasions, ] have 
often met and conversed with him myself, and have every rea- 
son to be satisfied with his sincerity and simplicity.” 

Mapras.—This station presents at present much promise of 
success, and an additional missionary is to proceed to the as- 
sistance of Mr. Lynch without delay. This is the more ne- 
cessary, asa chapel has been lately opened at Royapettah, 
three miles south of Madras. In the early part of the year 
1818, Mr. Lynch took charge of the Free School at that place. 
Much inconvenience was felt for want of a suitable School 
Room, and he was solicited by the managers, and several regu- 
lar attendants on his ministry, who engaged to assist him with 
their subscriptions, to purchase a place which would serve the 
purpose of a school-room, and afford convenience for a place 
of worship. ‘The chapel was opened on the 7th ot March last. 
Eight missionaries of different denominations were present, and 
some of them took part in the services, thereby showing, before 
the heathen, their unity of spirit in the work of spreading the 
knowledge of Christ. Mr. Rhenius performed the morning 
service, and preached in Tamul to an attentive congregation, 
many of whom were heathens. In the evening Mr: Rhenius 
read the service in English, and Mr. Lynch preached. Mr. 
Hands, of the London Missionary Society, gave out the hymn 
before sermon, and prayed; and Mr. Loveless dismissed the 
people with prayer. Mr. Lynch’s English and Malabar School 
at the Mission House is attended by about one hundred and 
fifty children ; and he has also a native school, at a place called 
The Mount, about five miles distant. ; 

Mr. Lynch lately formed a small Missionary Society, in aid 
of our funds. ‘The subscriptions amounted to about twenty 
pagodas per month. A small chapel has also been opened 
in the town of Madras. Mr. Lynch is at present assisted in 
some departments of his labours by a converted native youth. 


(To be Continued.) 

















73 REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WELLFLEET. 


T'o the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Wellfleet, August 30, 1820. 


Dear Breturen, 

Tue Lord has been pleased to favour Zion in this place, 
by reviving his work among us. For the encouragement of 
the people of God, I send you a short sketch for publication. 

On the 22d of August our Camp-meeting commenced in this 

place, and closed on the 25th. This was the second meeting of 
the kind that has been held in this part ofthe work. The first 
was held in the same month of the last year, and was signally 
owned of God: it gave rise’to a glorious revival in two adjoining 
towns; one of them is Provincetown, an account of which has 
been published in the Magazine: but that town shared but lit- 
tle in this revival. This last meeting has been productive of 
much spiritual good to the people here. Every circumstance, 
indeed, attending the meeting, bespoke the approbation of a 
superintending providence. The weather was remarkably fine, 
the people uncommonly attentive: there were none indeed to 
disturb or interrupt the order or devotion of the meeting. The 
numbers on the ground were not so great as generally attend 
similar meetings in other parts of the work. Immediately after 
the tents were erected, the work began, and eontinued to in- 
crease till the meeting closed. On the second day a solid flame 
of divine love seemed to run through the encampment. The 
number of converts on the occasion could not be ascertained. 
‘The work was apparently more effectual among believers than 
among the unconverted. Such ardent cries for pure hearts, 
have, it is believed, been seldom heard. A large number 
wrofessed that they had found the blessing of perfec love, 
thus testifying that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin. In preaching this doctrine, and in secking to know the 
power of it, the preachers were much engaged, and their labour 
was not in vain in the Lord. 

The good-begun work did not stop at the conclusion of the 
Camp-meeting ; but is in this town more glorious than ever: 
more or less have been brought into the liberty of the gospel, at 
every meeting since. Saturday night and following Sabbath 
were seasons long to be remembered. In the space of about 
twenty-four hours, upwards of twenty declared that they had 
found the Lord to the joy of their hearts. The work is spread- 
ing among people of all descriptions, from those who are 
bending over the grave, to those who are just entering upon the 
stage of life. The rich and the poor meet together, and unite 
to walk in the way of life. All glory be to God for what he 


has done, and is till doing. mgs 4 


~ 








DEATH OF RICHARD POPE. 


Much more might be added concerning this good work, but I 
must conclude, and hasten away tohelp it forward, by prayin 
with and for the distressed. May the Lord give us genera 
success this year. 


Amen and Amen. 


Bensamin R. Hoyt. 
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Obituary. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE, 
OF RICHARD POPE, A MINISTER 


CHARACTER, LABOURS AND DEATH 
OF THE COSPEL IN THE METH- 


ODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH , 


Who departed this life in the triumphs of faith on the Ist day of July, 1820. 


Tue subject of this memoir was 
born of pious parents, Sept. 16th 1764, 
in South Hampton County, Virginia. 
At a very early stage of his life, he 
was deprived of the guardiansbip of 
his parents, and left to suffer all the 
disadvantages peculiar to orphans. 
Nevertheless, he carefully avoided the 
extravagances and wickedness pecu- 
liar to youth ; and lived in the esteem 
and affection of all his acquaintances, 
until perhaps the 20th year of his 
age. About this period it pleased 

od, ia his providence and mercy, to 
open the eyes of his understanding 
that he might see his lost and undone 
situation. He then, as an humble pen- 
itent, fled to Christ for salvation, and 
in him, found that ‘ peace which pass- 
etb knowledge,’ and was enabied to 
‘rejoice with that joy which is un- 
speakable and full of glory’—but he 
was not willing to eat his morsel alone 
—the salvation of others lay near his 
heart—and he was moved by the Holy 
Ghost to preach the Gospel of the 
Kingdom of God to his fellow-men.— 
He accordingly applied for, and re- 
ceived license to labour in the capa- 
city of a local preacher, in the Metho- 
dist Church—but in this sphere his 
bounds were too much circumscrib- 
ed,—his expanding soul thirsted for 
- fields of more extensive usefulnets— 
He accordingly tendered his services, 
and was received into the itinerant 
connexion, and laboured with great 
acceptability for about three years. 
Finding, however, his tender ¢onsti- 
tution bending under the excessive 
weight and burthen of his chatge, he 


was obliged to circumscribe his la- 
bours. About this time he formed 2 
matrimonial connexion with Miss Col- 
lins, daughter of Mr. John Collins, of 
Caroline courty, Virginia.x—She was 
deeply pious, and their souls participa- 
ted in the blessings and afflictions of 
life. In consequence of bodily de- 
bility, he was again compelled to lo- 
cate, and thereby abridge his bounds 
of usefulness. For about twenty 
years he lived end was known in Vir- 
ginia as a loeal preacher; he then 
moved to Allen county (Ky.) where 
he ended his days of affliction in the 
triumphs of faith. I would also remark, 
that he raised a large family, several 
of whom escaped the miseries of life 
before him, and fled to a world of spir- 
its. From the time he embraced re- 
ligion, he was a uniform and pious 
man—used much industry and econ- 
omy, and provided well for his family ; 
but notwithstanding his tethporal assi- 
duity, it was not uncommon for him to 
spend ao hour ata time upon his knees 
in private devotion. His uniform de- 
meanour through life, was so exampla- 
ry, that it was loud and convincing 
reaching to all who knew him; and 
oudly proclaimed, ‘ follow meas IJ fol- 
low Christ.’ 

In his public administrations, he was 
plain, pointed and energetic—while 
he travelled, his labours were inces- 
sant.—Yes, he laboured, prayed and 
wept, and his ‘ labours were not in vain 
in the Lord’—for blessed be God he 
lived to see many seals to his minis« 
try—and the travail of the Redeemer’s 
soul returning home to God. During 
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the time of his location, he laboured 
much and was useful (both in Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky,) until the last 
two years of his life, when his afllic- 
tion became so excessive, as to pre- 
vent his preaching more than three 
or four sermons in that period. Dur- 
ing the whole of his bodily afflictions 
‘ patience possessed his soul,’ and ap- 
eared to have ‘her perfect work.’ 
he goodness of God, and the sal- 
vation of souls lay near his heart to 
the last; and in consequence, he was 
frequently found weeping in the silent 
watches of the night, while his soul 
would be drawn out io prayer to God, 
for the prosperity of Zion.—During 
his last and fatal illness, he was fre- 
quently heard tv say, that he had 
‘nothing to do, but to die.’ 

But a short time before his ransom- 
ed soul forsook ‘ its earthly tenement,’ 
he comforted his weeping companion, 
with his prospects of heaven; and ex- 
horted his children, and all about him 
to prepare to meet him at the right 


hand of God,—and his last and dying 
words were ‘ glory,’ ‘glory.’ 

Thus fell asleep our dear brother 
and affectionate minister (Richard 
Pope) in the arms of Jesus—aged 53 
years 9 months and 14 days—when 
* mortal shall put on immortality thea 
shall be brought to pass that saying, 
that death is swallowed up of victory’"— 
he is now reaping a reward, but when 
the heavenly householder shall say, 
call the labourers and give them their 
hire ;—then shall he come also bring- 
ing his sheaves with him. 


* Rejoice for a brother deceas’d, 
Our loss is his infinite gain ; 
A soul out of prison releas’d, 

And freed from its bodily chain; 
With songs let us follow his flight,. .,,. 
And mount with his spirit above; - © 

Escap’d to the mansions of light, 
And lodg’d in the eden of love.’ 


I will now conclude by saying, ‘let 
me die the death of the righteous and 
let my last end be like his. 


ANDREW Monroe. 
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Poetry. 


The Rev. NW. Bangs and T. Mason, 


IF ‘the following little performance should be deemed worthy a place in your valuable 


Magazine, it may in some smali degree aid the cause of our common faith. 


A SUBSCRIBER. 


Joun xiv. 27. ** My PEACE I GIVE UNTO youU.’’ 


Let angels who mortals attend, 
And minister comfort in woe, 

To listen awhile now descend, 

My way story to know. 

I sing of a theme most sublime— 
No sorrow my song shall controul~ 
I tell of the rapturous time, 

When Jesus spoke peace to my soul. 


When grief my poor heart did assail, 
Because I had wander’d from God; 

I sat my sad case to bewail, 

My sin was a cumbersome load. 

O, Saviour, have mercy ! I cried, 

O pardon a rebel so foul ; ; 
Then quickly his blood was apply’d, 
And Jesus spoke peace to my soul. 


My guilt, like the clouds of the morn, 
Was chas’d in a moment away, 

The joy of my soul, newly born, 
Increas’d as the rising of day. 

My Saviour redeems me from sin, 
He saves, not in part, but in whole: 
Hie writes his salvation within, 

For oh! he speaks peace tomy soul 


Tnow am so blest with bis love, 

I covet not earth’s greatest store; 
He visits me oft from above— 

3 have him-—I want nothing more: 


Resign’d to his pleasure I'd live, 
*Till time’s latest circle shall roll, 
His utmost salvation receive, 

For Jesus speaks peace to my soul. 


Nor Satan, nor sin, shall dismay; | 

No dangers my soul shallaffright, | 

While onward, to mansions of day, 

I go in Immanuel’s might. 

Tho’ earth, in convulsions, should rend, 
From the centre, quite through to each pole, 
I'd smile, for I’m sure of a Friend, 

While Jesus speaks peace to my soul. 


Ye angels! who hear while I sing, 

Lend your wings, and T’ll quickly begone ; 
I mount to my Saviour and King, 

And join with the triumphant throng: 

Tis there I’ll eternally feast, 

On joys that enrapture the whole, 

Ali heaven would welcome the guest, 
Since Jesus speaks peace to my soul. 


Farewell to earth’s glittering toys; 
Farewell to my friends and my foes: 

I haste, from such scenes, to those skies, 
Where pleasure eternally flows. 

Jic bids me leave all for his sake; 

Pil run till Lreach the blest goal ; 
Then me to his arms he will take, - 

Q then he'll speak peace to my soul, 





